
EDITORIAL BOARD

Prof. Dr. Suhaimi
Abdul Rahman 
(Advisor)

Prof. Ir. Dr Hasfalina
Che Man 
(Editor-in-Chief)

Mdm Noraihan Noordin
(Proof-read Editor)

Ms Nadia Zawani
Hussin
(Column Editor)

Ras Afirina Radzi
(Column Editor)

Ms Siti Hajar Najiyah
(Column Editor)

Ms Suhana Johan 
(Graphic Editor) 

1

EDITOR’S FOREWORD

Year 2021 has been teaching us a lot in being patience, cautious,
perseverance, resilient and many more. Facing the pandemic and
adapting with the new normal that has become a part of our daily life.
This year, i-PUTRA have embark on various journey through the years
and focusing on improving our services and expanding our network. In
this issue, you may find a new breathe of activities lay-out for the
readers. I would also to introduce you to our new i-PUTRA logo (below
image), align with UPM Centre for Corporate Strategy and Relations call
for corporate identity.

I hope you would appreciate our newsletter updates and we look
forward to share more exciting news and events happening in the near
future. I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year of 2022! May
this year of 2022 bring us more success, wealth and happiness.

Sincerely,
Prof. Ir. Dr. Hasfalina Che Man
(Editor-in-Chief e-newsletter 2021)
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Finally, the end of 2021 has arrived. The
end of the year is always the best time to
reflect our achievements, and to open new
chapters of our life for another year. This
issue encapsulates various events
happening from October to December
which highlights matters such as new
collaborations, initiatives, students’ activity,
conference, seminars and even Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) before we
draw the curtains to 2021. This year has
taught us a lot in adapting to the real ‘new
norm’ and accepting the reality that we
shall enter an endemic phase in the future.
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WELCOMING NEW STUDENTS THROUGH NISVWP 
SEMESTER 1 (2021/2022)

Image: UPM Vice Chancellor, giving his welcoming 
speech to the new international students. 

On the first week on the semester calendar, new international students register at UPM begin their
journey with the university. The first week of registration has been hectic for students. As part of
introducing UPM to the new students, i-PUTRA once again organised another New International
Students Virtual Welcoming Programme for semester 1 (2021/2022) held on Saturday, 30th October
2021 at 9:00 am MYT live on Zoom and Facebook.

Image: The NISWP was emceed by Rehannah Zelda the UPM Buddies Vice President.

Image: An online conference for new students interacting with our
UPM Buddies in cultural performance ‘Joget’ dance slot.

During the program, students were greeted by UPM Vice Chancellor, YBhg. Prof. Dr Roslan
Sulaiman and the i-PUTRA Director, YBhg. Prof. Dr Suhaimi Abdul Rahman. The main objective of
the program is to brief the students on the information that they need to know about studying in UPM
which includes Academics, Bursary, Health, Visa and Pass. The 3 hours session not only offers to
brief but also the opportunity to get connected with UPM International Students Association and a
fun slot with UPM Buddies Association and take part in virtual Inang Traditional Dance. We hope the
students enjoyed the session while taking notes and understanding the overall briefing given
throughout the programme.
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Image: The program emcee from Badan Eksekutif Mahasiswa (Student
Association)

VIRTUAL STUDY VISIT BETWEEN UNIVERSITAS 
SEBELAS MARET AND UPM

On 14th November 2021, i-PUTRA was invited by Universitas Sebelas Maret (UNS) to hold a joint
virtual study visit which focuses on internationalization in students’ activities and association. The
programme begins with an opening by The UNS Vice Rector of Partnership and Planning Affair Prof.
Dr. rer. Nat Sajidan, M. Si. and introduction presentation of UPM by Deputy Director of i-PUTRA
Prof. Ir. Dr. Hasfalina Che Man.

Image: i-PUTRA Deputy Director giving an insights on
UPM.

Image: Session with UPM Buddies where each association
shares their best experience in managing an international club.

The 4 hours event were attended by 50 students coming from Badan Eksekutif Mahasiswa (Student
Association) and UPM Buddies Association. A session later divided into 3 breakout rooms and each
group discussed and shared experience on 3 topics related to such as activities, internationalization,
and plan. The activity intended to build stronger networking and exchange ideas virtually between
student’s associations. The program manages to achieve its goal and hope for fruitful outcomes
shortly that could benefit both institutions.
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FINAL EVENT OF VMLCP III

Image: Contemporary Dance performed by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zulkifli Mohamed

The event was organised by PUTRA
International Centre (i-PUTRA) with the
collaboration of the Faculty of Modern
Language and Communication. The
virtual program was held on Saturday
20th November 2021. This program is
the final series installation for 2021.
The final virtual programme was re-
designed according to faculty niche
and invited professors with expertise in
language and performance The 8
hours programme manage to receive
121 participants from China, Germany,
Indonesia, Japan, Pakistan.
Philippines, Yemen, and Vietnam to
take part in our interesting, unique, and
fun activities which consist of the basic
introduction to Malaysia’s National
Language, the Malay Language with
Assoc. Dr Rohaidah Kamaruddin,
Arabic Khatt demonstration by Assoc.
Prof. Dr Abdul Rauf Hassan and
contemporary dance inspired by Malay
Martial Art performed by Assoc. Prof.
Dr Zulkifli Mohamed, Joget and Zapin
traditional dance lead by Adimastuli
cultural dancer together with UPM
Buddies, and games.

Image: Students taking the opportunity to practice Khatt
chaligraphy with Assoc. Prof. Abd Rauf Hassan

Image: An online activity is no fun without having Kahoot games.

With this in mind, we would like to extend our thank you
to Dr Halis Azhan Mohd Hanafiah and Assoc. Prof. Dr
Adi Yasran Abdul Aziz to co-organize the programme
with i-PUTRA. The pandemic has enabled us to
explore a different approach, redefine and push to offer
mobility programs differently. In the spirit of keeping the
spirit of internationalization alive, i-PUTRA in
collaboration with multiple UPM entities had come up
with its Virtual Malay Language and Cultural
Programme (VMLCP) Online mobility Series of I, II & III
with overall participations of 280 and contributed to the
university’s KPI in Mobility.
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On the 2nd November 2021, i-
PUTRA has taken another
opportunity to host a meeting with
UPM partner Kanda University of
International Studies or KUIS in
Japan who has signed an MoA
since 2019. The objective of the
meeting is to promote i-UPM’s
mobility program and discussing on
the preparation to receive students
from KUIS beginning the year 2022
tentatively once the border is re-
open for mobility students.

STRENGTHEN NETWORKING THROUGH MOBILITY 
PROGRAM

Image: A fruitful meeting between Kanda University and i-PUTRA in promoting each
university mobility programme The 2 hours of fruitful meeting was

attended by KUIS Global
Engagement & Partnership Division
Head, Mr Toru Ichikawa and his
team Ms Ayaka Makita, Mr Tetsuya
Shimozaki, and Mr Takakuni
Nemoto; and the session was
chaired by the Deputy Director i-
PUTRA and attended by Mrs Ida
Suhaila, the Head of Global
Engagement and Ms Nadia Zawani
Hussin, the Head of Mobility. In the
session, Prof. Hasfalina gave a
piece of brief information on the
university's strengths and highlights
on its achievement and followed by
Ms Nadia on Mobility program
opportunities offered. Despite the
COVID-19 challenges, i-PUTRA
believes it’s important to have a
continuous active partnership with
the right direction to forge synergy
between two institutions although
the situation has restricted some of
the previous initiatives.

Image: i-PUTRA Deputy Director Prof. Ir. Dr. Hasfalina Che Man is chairing the
meeting

Image: UPM partner from Kanda University KUIS Global Engagement & Partnership
Division Head, Mr. Toru Ichikawa and his team Ms. Ayaka Makita, Mr. Tetsuya
Shimozaki, and Mr. Takakuni Nemoto



UPM X ELS VIRTUAL CULTURAL MINI PROGRAMME

During November 2021, UPM X ELS Virtual
Cultural Mini (UEVCM) program organised by i-
PUTRA, ELS, and in collaboration with UPM
Buddies Association. The UEVCM program is a
series of activities that consist of 5 classes with a
duration of 1 hour each, where participants will
learn about the Malay Language, Dance,
Malaysian Culture, Aborigines, and its story.

Image: The programme session was led by UPM Buddies President 
himself Clerence (CL)
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BENCHMARKING VISIT TO IIUM INTERNATIONAL
OFFICE

On 25th November 2021 is PUTRA International Centre (i-PUTRA) benchmarking visit to the Office
of International Affairs, International Islamic University of Malaysia (IIUM). Both universities have the
highest number of international students. The visit was led by the i-PUTRA’s Director, Prof. Dr.
Suhaimi Abdul Rahman together with all sections such as Visa and Pass, Mobility, Global
Engagement, and Administration and Support Services.

Image: Prof. Dr. Suhaimi Ab Rahman led the delegation visit from i-PUTRA to IIUM 
International office.

All of the programs are fully conducted by our
talented Buddies in giving brief and insights into
Malaysia. As of today, the President of UPM
Buddies Associations Clerence Lewin Champin is
sharing his knowledge on Inang Traditional Dance
with ELS international students
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i-PUTRA TAKING PART IN AIMS INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE AT DUBAI

Our delegation was
welcomed by The Director
Assoc. Prof. Dr Raihan
Othman with his team from
Student Pass and Staff
Visa, Mobility and
Collaborations, Student
Services, and Student’s
activities. The 1.5 hours
meeting and discussion
benchmarking enables each
university to learn the best
practices in international
office services and
management. With this in
mind, we hope to improvise
and to materialized the new
ideas while exchanging
information for the year
2022.

Image: The conference was officiated by The Honourable. Prof. Dato’
Dr Hussaini b. Omar

Image: The benchmarking visit takes 190 minutes as IIUM is delighted to receive our visit and share
their best practices

On the 17th December 2021, the AIMS
International Conference (AIC) was held at Dubai
Expo 2020, in the United Arab Emirates. i-PUTRA
was taking part in submitting and presenting two
papers entitled “Providing Future Talent Through
Student Mobility Program: A Case of Universiti
Putra Malaysia” and “PutraCGOL Experience
towards Internationalization in Teaching and
Learning” co-authored by Prof. Dr Suhaimi Ab
Rahman with Prof. Ir. Dr Hasfalina Che Man, Dr
Nurfadhlina Mohd Sharef, Miss Nadia Zawani
Hussin and Ms Ras Afirina Mohd Radzi. Each
presentation takes about 15 minutes with
questions from the viewers coming from Nigeria,
the Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia. The
conference was officiated by The Honourable.
Prof. Dato’ Dr Hussaini b. Omar, Director General
of Higher Education Department Ministry of Higher
Education Malaysia and joined by Dr Fiffy
Hanisdah Saikim, Executive Secretary, AIMS
Malaysia

Image: Photography session with the VVIP, presenter and AIC working 
committee



Image: i-PUTRA submit 2 paper during the AIC and one of the
paper presented by Ms. Ras Afrina entitled Providing Future Talent
Through Student Mobility Program: A Case of Universiti Putra
Malaysia

Image: Prof. Hasfalina presenting paper entitled PutraCGOL
Experience towards Internationalization in Teaching and Learning 

The conference also invites Professor Dr. Romyen
Konsaikanont, Centre Director of SEAMEO RIHED
and The Honourable Professor Ts. Dr Hajah
Roziah Mohd Janor, the Vice-Chancellor of
Universiti Teknologi MARA, UiTM as the key-note
speakers. The conference was held successfully
and congratulations to AIMS Malaysia secretariat,
Ministry of Higher Education, Education Malaysia
and SEAMEO RIHED for making this first AIMS
international conference a success!

12
Disclaimer: Image used is during before COVID-19 pandemic occur 



BUILDING BRIDGE BETWEEN UPM AND 
UNIVERSITY OF BAGHDAD 

Image: Members of the meeting
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BEING AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CAN BE
BOTH EXCITING AND CHALLENGING!

On 7th December 2021, was held a meeting between
PUTRA International Centre (i-PUTRA), Faculty of
Engineering UPM and College of Engineering
University of Baghdad, Iraq. The comprehensive
meeting discussed on building new networking,
MoU’s and collaboration plan in the Engineering field.
The meeting was led by the i-PUTRA Director Prof.
Dr. Suhaimi Ab Rahman and attended by Prof. Ir. Dr
Mohd Khairul Anuar Mohd Arifin, the Dean of Faculty
Engineering UPM, Deputy Director of i-PUTRA Prof.
Ir. Dr Hasfalina Che Man, Assoc. Prof. Dr Razif
Harun, Dr Adi Aziff Basri and Mrs Ida Suhaila Md
Tahir.

Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) has over 1774 postgraduate and 342 undergraduate students enrolled
in 2021. English is widely used and taught in most courses. UPM offers a truly wide range of study
environments including in-class, virtual, practical, and outside class which prepares students well for
global challenges which lie ahead. Visa and pass for international made easier when UPM divert the
hardcopy application to online-based application. International students get their visas student faster
than traditional hardcopy submission. This year we also have open Whatsapp and Telegram application
to attend to students inquiries.

Currently, visa and pass counter operate from Monday, Wednesday to Thursday from 09:00 am to 12:00
pm. Visa and pass department operates online on Tuesday and Friday for online applications, emails,
calls, and meetings. International students require to make an appointment to visa and pass counter to
avoid overcrowding and to follow the Standard Operating Procedure that has been set by the
government. At the visa and pass counter, we offer consultation, advice, and facilitate international
students on their visas.

UPM has approximately 300 dependent that follows the student. Postgraduate students from all
countries are eligible to apply for a dependent pass. While undergraduate students from 17 countries are
eligible to apply for a dependent pass. Students are required to get a student visa before applying for a
dependent pass. As for new dependent passes, on November 2021, immigration Malaysia has
introduced a system called MyTravelPass that requires dependents to fill in their details, print, and send
to the nearest embassy Malaysia in respecting country to get a Single Entry Visa.

As visa and pass is essential for international students, we highly encourage international students to
report any issue or problems through online consultation for more fast and effective communication
between university and students.
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i-PUTRA DEPLOY FLOOD DISASTER AID RELIEF
TO AFFECTED VICTIMS

On 18th December, Malaysia was tested with
another unpredicted disaster due to tropical
depression; The amount of rain in the Klang
Valley since late Friday (Dec 17) has equivalent
to average rainfall for a month, says the
Environment and Water Ministry. It was beyond
expectations and only occurs once every 100
years according to the Ministry. 68,000 residents
have been affected by this situation and States
that are severely affected is Selangor, Kuala
Lumpur, Pahang, and Perak. Due to this flood,
thousands of people have lost their homes,
belongings and even counted casualties. This
has set an alarming situation for all Malaysians.

In response to the flood disaster, PUTRA
International Centre (i-PUTRA) took initiative to
establish a crowdfunding effort between i-
PUTRA’s staff, NGO and individuals in aiding
flood victims. Since 21st - 29th December, the
office continuously taking effort going on site and
helping the needy.

Through this effort our office managed to pull a
generous number of donations and manage to
buy necessities such as adult and children's
diapers, medications, dry foods, clothing,
blanket, soaps, hot meals to name a few.

We would like to thank Sahabat Infaq Malaysia
via BINSABI Sdn Bhd and everyone that has
been giving commitment and compassion
towards this effort. We also hope to continue this
small effort in helping Malaysia family and hope
to ease the burdens of the flood victims.
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FINAL REPORTING MEETING BEFORE
THE 2021 CURTAIN CALL

On 28th December 2021, the Asian International
Mobility for Students (AIMS) Malaysian Chapter
meeting was held at Bahagian Education
Malaysia (BEM), Ministry of Higher Education,
Putrajaya. The meeting was a reporting session
for every each AIMS Malaysia university
members to update on activities that has been
undertake and a reporting progress.

The compact discussion was chaired by Assoc.
Prof. Dr Mohd Azmir Mohd Nizah, the new
appointed Director of Bahagian Education
Malaysia. The meeting was attended by
university representatives from 10 public
universities in Malaysia. Attending from UPM is
i-PUTRA’s Deputy Director Prof. Ir. Dr. Hasfalina
Che Man and Miss Nadia Zawani Hussin, the
Head of Mobility.

The meeting agenda was about each university
AIMS financial status, inbound and outbound
future plan and reporting and reports from the
activities that have been undertaken in 2021.

Image: Group photo with Prof. Madya Dr. Mohd Azmir bin Mohd Nizah, the 
Director of Bahagian Education Malaysia 


